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Things To Know Before You Vote
This section contains important information for you to know before you vote that will help with 
the voting process. Much of the information will be available on the internet. If you do not have 
access to the internet or would prefer assistance in obtaining this information, a member of the 
Berean Voting Assistance Team will be happy to assist you in obtaining the information.

1)   Should I vote early?
ABSOLUTELY! Early voting affords you an opportunity to schedule your voting for when it 
is convenient for you! It will also allow you to avoid the long time-consuming lines that will 
surely be encountered on Election Day! The State has provided, 'One-Stop Voting Sites' just
for this purpose! These Sites will open October 17, 2018 and will be open until November 
3, 2018. The times may vary from site to site so be sure and obtain a schedule for your 
county. Remember, you may only vote in the county in which you registered to vote. A 
listing of Sites and times is located in the 'One-Stop Voting' section of this packet.

2) In what Precinct am I located?
The Precinct in which you are located will determine; (a) where you will vote on Election 
Day, (b) the ballot you will use, (c) and other information relating to your voting 
knowledge and activities. In order to determine your Precinct do the following:

a. Go to the State Board of Elections website at: https: / /www.ncsbe.gov/index.html
b. Look under 'Voting Tools' and select, 'Polling Place Lookup'.
c. When the Polling Place Search form appears, select, 'Search by Address', and enter your 
address. Then click, 'Submit'.
d. The following important information will now be displayed:  Your voting (polling place) 
location; your Precinct number; and a link to download a copy of your Sample Ballot. Be 
and make a note of this information as well as download your Sample Ballot. The Sample 
Ballot will look exactly the same as the ballot you will be provided for voting on Election 
Day. Review this ballot and determine in advance who you will be voting for on Election 
Day.

3) How do I find out if my Voter Registration is active?
It is important to check the status of your voter registration before you attempt to vote in 
the event a problem exists.  Checking it now will give you an opportunity to correct the 
issue in time to be able vote.

a. Go to the State Board of Elections website at: https: / /www.ncsbe.gov/index.html
b. Look under 'Voting Tools' and select, 'Voter /Absentee Lookup'.
c. When the Voter Search form appears, provide the requested information. Be sure to 
include the county in which you are registered to vote. Then click 'Search'.
d. The search results will indicate the 'Status' of your Voter Registration.  If, 'ACTIVE' all is 
well.

4) Why should I get a Sample Ballot?
Getting a Sample Ballot in advance will provide an opportunity to review the candidates in 
your District  for whom you will vote. It will also give you an 'advance look' at what the 
ballot will look like on Election Day! Instructions for obtaining your Sample Ballot are 
listed in Paragraph '1) In what Precinct am I located? ' above.
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Things To Know Before You Vote (Con't)

5) If necessary, how do I submit an Absentee Ballot?
See the Section on Absentee Ballots.

6)  I am not registered to vote. How do I register?
See the Section on Voter Registration.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS

The constitutional 
amendments you'll see at the 
end of your ballot are not in 
the best interest of most, plain
and simple! We urge you to 
vote against all of these 
amendments.

*See the following page for a 
brief amendment explanation 
and what it means to you.

BONDS

At the end of the ballot you 
will see three proposed bonds
covering: Wake County Public
School System construction, 
Wake Technical Community 
College construction, and 
funds for park, open space, 
and recreational construction. 
These are critical community 
investments and we support 
them all. 

EARLY VOTING

There are 10 total sites 
across Wake county available
for early voting. If you are a 
registered Wake County 
voter, you can go to ANY of 
these to cast your ballot. 

There are 6 total sites across 
Durham county available for 
early voting. If you are a 
registered Durham County 
voter, you can go to ANY of 
these to cast your ballot. 
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More On The Amendments
*Brief Explanation What It Means To Me

Voter  ID: Create  a  requirement  to  show  a  photo  ID to
vote. The exact  details  are  a  mystery, however, since the
General Assembly has  not  yet  written  the  actual law that
would  be  enacted  if  this  amendment  passes.  North
Carolina’s last attempt to create a voter ID law was ruled
unconstitutional in 2016.

This amendment  poses a particular 
hardship for those who do not 
currently have a photo ID; 
particularly the elderly. It is a veiled 
attempt to imply that voter fraud is 
occurring. It would be a burdensome
requirement for many.

Income tax cap: The state’s current income tax rate is
5.499  percent,  and  that  won’t  change  no  matter  what
happens  with  this  amendment.  Instead,  the  amendment
would lower the maximum possible rate that state income
taxes could be raised to in the future, from 10 percent to 7
percent.

This amendment has the potential to 
reduce the amount of public funds 
which would be used projects 
beneficial to the middle-class. 
Limiting taxes limits public benefits.

Changes  to  elections  board: The  board  has  four
Democrats,  four  Republicans  and  one  politically
unaffiliated person. This  amendment would  remove  the
ninth — and potentially tie-breaking — vote and leave the
board  equally  split  with  eight  members.  It  would  also
transfer power to pick board members from the governor
to the Legislature.

This amendment has two potentially 
adverse impacts: (1) Increasing 
'deadlock' between Democrats and 
Republicans by removing a tie-
breaking vote, (2) limiting the power
of the Governor by transferring this 
power to the Legislature. This is a 
'balance of power' issue.

Changes  to  judicial  appointments: When  judges
die, quit or retire, the governor appoints a new person to
take  over  until the  next  election. This amendment would
take that power away. In some cases it would be up to the
chief  justice  of  the  state  Supreme  Court,  and  in  other
cases  the  amendment  would  require  the  governor  to
select  an  appointee  from  a  list  provided  by  the  state
Legislature.

This amendment is another move to 
limit the power of the Governor by 
moving that power out of his /her 
office. It is designed to limit a 
Democratic Governors power when 
the Legislature is Republican. 

Hunting  and  fishing: This  amendment  is  broadly
worded  to  re-affirm  the  rights  of  people  to  hunt  and
fish. It’s  not  entirely  clear  if  it  would  make  any  actual
changes to North Carolina law.

This amendment appears to be 
unnecessary as there are no 
restrictions planned. More 
explanation should be provided 
before a vote.

Marsy’s  Law: This  amendment  would  amended  the
state  constitution  and  various  state laws to  (1)  expand
the legal rights  of  crime  victims  and  the  payment  of
restitution  by  criminal  offenders,  (2)  restrict  the  early
release  of  inmates,  and  (3)  change  the  procedures  for
granting and revoking parole. 

This amendment has the potential to 
adversely affect specific segments of 
the general population. Those 
segments would be adversely 
affected in that their opportunities 
for rehabilitation would be severely 
limited.

* Source: The News & Observer, September 06, 2018 09:00 AM
Updated October 04, 2018 04:09 PM
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One-Stop Early Voting/Same Day Registration

One-Stop Early Voting

One-stop absentee voting (commonly known as "early voting") allows any registered voter to vote
in person on select days prior to Election Day. In 2018, one-stop voting begins on Wednesday, 
October 17, and ends on Saturday, November 3. Unlike on Election Day, when registered voters 
can only vote at their specific precinct, one-stop voting allows registered voters to  vote 
at any one-stop absentee voting site in the county. One-stop sites will have all the ballot styles for 
a given election at each site. 

When you present to vote at a one-stop site, you may change your name or address, if it needs to 
be updated.

Early voting begins October 17, 2018 and ends November 3, 2018.

One-Stop Voting Sites for the November 6, 2018 Election can be found in the One-Stop Voting 
Sites & Forms Section.

Same-Day Registration

Persons who are not registered in a county may register at one-stop sites (early voting sites) 
during the early voting period. Upon completion of registration, the newly-registered voter can 
immediately vote at that same one-stop site. This process is known as same-day registration.

Same-day registrants must attest to their eligibility and provide proof of residence. A voter attests
to her eligibility by completing a Voter Registration Application and affixing his /her signature. 
Knowingly attesting to false information is a Class One felony. After the voter's attestation, he /she
must prove his /her residence by presenting any one of the following showing his /her current 
name and current address:

- North Carolina driver license.
- Other photo identification issued by a government agency. Any government-issued photo
ID is  
   acceptable, so long as the card bears the voter's current name and current address.
- A copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other 
  government document showing the voter’s name and address
-  A current  college /university  photo  identification  card  paired  with  proof  of  campus
habitation

Within two business days of the person’s registration, the county board of elections will verify the
registrant’s driver license or social security number, update the voter registration database, 
search for possible duplicate registrations, and proceed to verify the registrant’s address by mail. 
The registrant’s vote will be counted unless the county board of elections determines that he or 
she is not qualified to vote.

A Voter Registration Application can be found in the One-Stop Voting Sites & Forms Section.
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Absentee-By-Mail Voting

Absentee-By-Mail Voting

In the event you are unable to vote in person, you may prepare an Absentee Ballot and submit the 
ballot via mail. 

Absentee-by-mail voting is fairly self-explanatory. A voter fills out a request form for an absentee 
ballot, then mails it to their county Board of Elections (BOE). The BOE will process the form and 
mail the voter a ballot, which the voter should complete, have witnessed, and return by mail.

Any registered North Carolina voter may request an absentee ballot by mail. No excuse is needed 
to vote by absentee. To request an absentee ballot, complete the North Carolina Absentee Ballot 
Request Form. The Absentee Ballot Request Form may only be signed by the voter or a voter’s 
near relative or legal guardian. According to the law, a "near relative" can be any of the following: 
spouse, sibling, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-
law, son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild of the voter.

A completed Absentee Ballot Request Form may be scanned and emailed, faxed, or mailed to the 
county board of elections. Additional information may be found here: 
https: / /www.ncsbe.gov/absentee-voting-mail

Contact information for the county Board of Elections follows:

Durham County Wake County

DURHAM COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS
Office Hours: M-F (8:30-5:00)

Physical Address:

201 N. ROXBORO ST   
DURHAM, NC 27701
Mailing Address:

PO BOX 868 
DURHAM, NC 27702
919-560-0700 
919-560-0688 (fax) 
elections@dconc.gov

WAKE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Office Hours: M-F (8:30-5:15)

Physical Address:

337 S SALISBURY STREET   
RALEIGH, NC 27601
Mailing Address:

P O BOX 695 
RALEIGH, NC 27602
919-856-6240 
919-856-5864 (fax) 
voter@wakegov.com
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Supplemental Voter Information

Additional Sources of Information

Entity /Information Website
NC State Board of Elections
Voter Information https: / /www.ncsbe.gov/index.html

Durham County Board-of-elections
Voter Information

http: / /www.dconc.gov/government /departments-a-
e /board-of-elections

Wake County Government
Voter Information

http: / /www.wakegov.com/elections /voters /Pages /defa
ult.aspx
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One-Stop Voting Sites & Forms
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